Ginistue FIGURES STREAK THROUGH THE 
NiGHT, FAR ABOVE THE ROOFTOPS OF 
GOTHAM City, AS THE ROBBER BARON 
SWOOPG6 UPON THE UNWARY LIKE SOME 
@RIM MARAUUER OF MEDIEVAL TIMES / 
BARRED DOORS CANNOT STOP HIM.-- 
THE UTMOST VIGILANCE OF THE POLICE 
CANNOT TRAP HIM....NONE CAN TELL. 
WHEN OR WHERE HE WILL STRIKE NEXT! 
BUT THOSE FIERCEST FIGHTERS FOR 
JUSTICE, THE BATMAN AND ROBIN, 
HAVE TACKLED OVERWHELMING ODDS 
BEFORE -~ AND A SLENDER CLUE 
SPEEDS THEM ALONG A TRAIL OF HIGH 
ADVENTURE TO PIT SHARP WITS AND 
SUPPLE MUSCLES AGAINST THE AMAZ- 
ING SECRET PERILS OF ~-- 


THUNDEROUS: 
CRASH OF 
GUNFIRE... 
A 
SNARLING HAIL 
OF BULLETS... 
AND A 
RIDDLED, 
LIFELESS 
FIGURE 
SHUDDERS 
AND 


AN ARROGANT LOROLING OF THE 
UNOBRWORLD --THE ROBBER BARON-- 
PRAISES THE MARKSMANGHIP OF HIS 
PEROCIOUS FOLLOWERS... 


EXCELLENT YOUGHTTA BE, BARON ‘ 
SHOOTING, MY EVERY SINGLE SLUG 

000 MEN! WE FIRED WENT RIGHT 
AT TIMES T AM | T'ROUGH DA 

REALLY QuiTE 

PROUD OF 


A POWERFUL SPRING HURLS A 
GRAPPLING HOOK FAR OUT INTO 
THE DARKNESS... 


Quiet ! 

iF WE TAKE 

THEM BY SUR- 

PRIGE, IT MAY pp 
SANE o 
KILLING ! 


AW, KILLIN’ 
AIN'T SO BAD WHEN 
WE GOT A SucK 
GETAWAY SET-UP 

LiKE DIS ! 


AND NOW -- WHAT TO 00 WiTH 
THE BODY 

OUR TARGETS 

GETTIN’ KINDA 

RAGGED! we 


OUGHTA RIG UP 
A NEW ONE? 


LUCKY DIS 
PLACE IS 


WUXTREE ! 
BARON'S 
GANG 
STRIKES 
AGAIN / 


AMAZING J! 

THE PENT - 

HOUSE WAS 

SUPPOSED TO 
BE BURGLAR- 


THRUSTING INTO THE NIGHT 
SKY FROM THE ROOF OF 
AN ABANDONED FACTORY, 
THE ROBBER BARON'S 
TOWER BOASTS A STRANGE 
CANNON, COMMANDING THE 
BUSINESS SECTION OF 
GOTHAM CITY ! 


AH-- THE RUPERT SPRAGUE 
PENTHOUSE 15 DARK! IT 19 
PROBABLY RUDE OF US 
TO CALL SO LATE, FH ? 


y 
RUDE, HE SAYS 


HAW, HAW! 


THE POLICE 
ARE 
BAFFLED ! 
LOOKS AS IF 
THEY'VE FINALLY 
RUN UP 
AGAINST A 


PROOF -- BUT 
THE ROBBER 
BARON LEFT 

HIS CARD! 


cm 

3) SPRAGUE 
Gems 

iT sroven av 


IN THE HOME OF BRUCE WAYNE, 
RICH SOCIETY PLAYBOY, A SECRET 
PANEL OPENS AT THE TOUCH OF 

A KNOWING FINGER ..- 


NO ONE KNOWS THE FASCINATION 
OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 
BETTER THAN I -- BUT EVEN 

SHERLOCK 

HOLMES 

HAD TO 


IF I MIGHT MAKE SO BOLD TO 
AWSK, SIR-- HAS YOUR INVESTIGATION 
OF THE SPRAGUE AFFAIR TURNED UP 


ANY CLUES ? 


CONFIDENTIALLY, 


AS ONE SLEUTH TO 
ANOTHER -- YES / 


MARKS AT THE EDGE OF THE ROOF 
IN THIS ROBBERY, AND OTHERS 
BEFORE IT, SHOW THAT THE 
BARON USED GRAPPLING HOOKS 
TO GET THERE -- AND THE MARKS 
ALSO INDICATE THE GENERAL 
OIRECTION OF HIS 
APPROACH / 
I SAY, 
SIR -- JOLLY 
CLEVER OF 


JUST NOTICING WASN'T 
ENOUGH... BUT BY DRAWING] 


ALPRED, BUTLER EXTZAORDINARY, IS THE ONLY LIVING PERSON WHO 
KNOWS THAT BRUCE. AND HIS YOUNG WARD, DICK GRAYSON, ARE 
IN REALITY THE FAMOUS BATMAN AND ROBIN 


BH?.. 
O#, YES, 
ALFRED! 


BEG PARDON, SIRS, 
BUT 11'S PAWST TIME 
FOR LUNCHEON / 


COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 
T AM HUNGRY! 


SEE THOSE TINY BRASS FILINGS? THEY WERE 
SCRAPED FROM FOOTPRINTS OF THE BARON 
AND HIG GANG ACROSS SPRAGUE’S RUGS! 


SOMEWHERE NEAR THE RIVER- 

FRONT, WITHIN THE AREA BOUN?Y 

EO By THIS CIRCLE, THE ROBBER 

BARON HAS HIG SECRET 
CASTLE / 


STRAIGHT LINES FROM THE 

LOCATIONS OF THE BARON'S 

LAST THREE ROBBERIES -- 
INDICATED BY % MARKS 
ON THIS MAP-- WE GOT 
A PRETTY GOOD IDEA 
OF WHERE HIS HIDE - 
OUT 1S LOCATED / 


BLESS ME! WHY, 
HE'S AS GOOD AS 
CAUGHT RIGHT NOW! 


LATER A GLEEK ROADSTER PROWLS 
A QOWN-AT-HEEL SECTOR OF THE 


ot WHAT 
WATERREONTCS AN INTERESTING 
ALmosT ANY Y TM HOPING TO OLD TOWER ON THAT 


OF THESE FIND A SPECIAL ABANDONED 
OLD BuiLD- / TYPE OF BUILDING! FACTORY! eit FIND THE BARON IN 
IN@S COULD AS LONG AS WE'RE 2 . HIS " CASTLE! 
SERVE ASA NOT IN FIGHTING f . BATMAN ? 
HIDEOUT FOR | TOSS, WE CAN LOOK 

ALL WE WANT WITH- 
OUT ATTRACTING 
ATTENTION / 


PROBABLY, 
y YES, LIKE THE TURRET ROBIN! HIS 

ON A MEDIEVAL BARON'S | GANG WOULD 
CASTLE / AN? WHAT AN HARDLY ATTEMPT 
INTERESTING SIGN, CON- | ANY RAIDS THIS 
SIDERING THOSE BRASS EARLY / 
FILINGS THE BARON LEFT 
BEHIND HIM / 


IF CROOKS LIKE THE 
BARON DEVOTED HALF 
AS MUCH CLEVERNESS: 
OK-- HERE'S 
HOW HE ARRANGED Wi TO, HONEST WORK 
AN OVERHEAD ROUTE Ai 
TO THE SCENE 
OF HIS ROBBERIES! 


BE CAREFUL ! 
WE DON'T KNOW 
WHAT WEILL 


AS LONG 

AS IT'S 

EXCITING, ! 

1 WON'T of eee ; . MO A GOO? THING i'M NOT, 

COMPLAIN! s ¢ SQUEAMISH ... HUH? ...- 

A PRACTICE SOMEONE'S COMING / 

SHOOTING RANGE -- auiels ~ GET acs Out 
THI = SIGHT ON THAT 

or ae Ours STAIRWAY £ 

BATMAN - PRACTI-~ 

CALLY TORN TO 


BEEN A LOT OF 
SHOOTING 


THERE'LL BE 
MORE \F THEY 
HEAR US 
COMING / 


THE ROBBER BARON’B =| NOW JUST IMAGINE IT 
HENCHMEN ARE READY REALLY 19 THE BATMAN! 


FOR THEIR NIGHTLY EX- 
ERCIGE, COMBINING 
PRACTICE WITH PLEASURE... 


IF YOU KEEP EVERY TIME 
THIS UP LONG I SEE DAT 
ENOUGH, THE | OUTFIT HE'S 
REAL BATMAN | WEARING, ME 
WON'T STAND A | TRIGGER 
CRANCE IF HE | FINGER 
EVER CROSSES [ ITCHES / 
Our TRAIL / 


NOJNO! [T AIN'T 
TRUE / IT CAN'T 


A SMALL BUT NIMBLE 
FIGURE FLASHES INTO 


I WISH IT 
WAS! TM 
GETTIN’ SICK 
O WASTIN® 
LEAD ON A 
Dummy! 


WE OUMMIES CAN 
KEEP OUR TEMPERS 
JUST SO LONG, AND 
THEN WE'VE GOT 

TO WIT BACK! 


AMAZINGLY, THE DUMMY SEEMS TO 
SPEAK ! 
YOU'RE SICK OF 
IT, EH? HOW DO YOU 
THINK I FEEL, TAKING Me ® 
ALL THOSE BULLETS 
AND NOT OISHING & 
ANYTHING OUT ? 


‘THE BATMAN! AND AFTER 
ALL THE PRACTICE MY HENCH- 
MEN HAVE HAD, I'VE GOT 

TO KILL HIM MYSELF / 


OUTA MY ONCE AGAIN THE STRANGE CANNON ATOP THE 
WAY, YOUSE ; . TOWER HURLS ITS STRANGE PROUECTILE -~ 
GuyS, OR ILL 


THIS TIME TOWARD THE LOFTY CABLES OF A 
DOWNRIVER BRIDGE / 


LUCKY WE HAD 

SS A PLAN FOR SUCH 
hi AN EMERGENCY 
3 ; ; ] AS THIS! 

THEY’ VE 

PROBABLY 

GOTA 

GETAWAY 

SYSTEM 

UP THERE / 


MAKE [T SNAPPY! 
THIS TRAPDOOR AIN'T 
STRONG ENOUGH 
TA HOLD ‘EM/ 


THOUGHTLESSLY, THE HOT- 
. HEADED. BOY SNATCHES A 
TROLLEY CARRIER LEFT BY 
ONE TIME YA 
DON'T PARE 


3 THE CRIMINALS AND PLUNGES: 
2 RECKLES6LY IN PURSUIT. 
COME AFTER 


{I 


a 
Pe sa 


TOO BAD THE BATMAN 

DIDN'T FOLLOW,TOO ! | 

GET RID OF THE BOy,] 
GARGLE / 


THE TAUT WIRE PARTS- 
AND THE UNLUCKY 
ROBIN PLUNGES 
DIZZILY TOWARD THE 


BLACK RIVER, FAR [” Ww 
BELOW / 
OH - OH-- A 


NOW 1'M IN FOR ITS 
IF I DON'T LAND RIGHT FROME) 
THIS HEIGHT, TLL BREAK 
MY NECK / BUT IF I DO, 
I MAY BURY MYSELF IN 
THE MUD AT THE 
BOTTOM / 


/ TT] DS ee ey: en : 
he I 74 
waa 


KY ky 
A MLL Te 3 
calla] | |e aall.  al 
: ———t ma (St) ore 
| : . a 
} BECAUSE 
isi : = YOU CUT THE WIRE / 
J nn y 
ESS ivf ae RED HIM ¢ oY : I 
ee. A ; pie gi! 
$ Ly 3) a \ OU HAVEN'T Al % 4s ( 
UR Gy : vii 


Sie S } 
PRN 


‘STUPI Yor 
ARE TO NK YOU CAN 
" DEFEAT THE ROBBER 
BARON / \ 


BUT SWIFTER THAN THE BATMAN'S LEAP 
(9 THE SLAMMING STEEL-JACKETED SLUG 


OF A .45 / 
JUST LET ME GET 


MY HANDS ON YOU, 
AND -- UGH! 


THIS COMING 

TO YOU FOR A 
LONG TIME, 
MEDOLER ! 


THE BARON DE- rm WITH 
oe BADEN RN wee Gor 
ALSO-- aS Hi ANOTHER, ‘ 1 wae wUaT 
BUT LESS | Ry, RESCUE i GOIN’ POWN 
Rey, H TO MAKE! S 
Ray, it FOR DA 
THOITEENTH 


VIOLENTLY / 


NOTHING LIKE 
PREPARING AHEAD 
OF TIME FOR EVERY 

POSSIBLE 

EMERGENCY ! 
LEAVING THIS SPEED- 
BOAT HERE WAS A 

STROKE OF GENIUS! 


FINALLY, A LIMP FORM GOT ME..AND ae INOW Nae BREA 

1S HAULED FROM THE mea | AND PASS UP 90 DRAMATICALLY 

SLUGGISH WATERS... THE OPPORTUNITY * THAT HENCEFORTH 
EVERYBODY WILL SHUD. 


OF A 
2 
1 Don't eet it! idlatiais \ DER WHENEVER THE 
IF (A BATMAN . ROBBER BARON'S 
AIN'T DEAD R >- t 3 f NAME |S MENTIONED / 
ALREADY, : + AS TOO BAD THE BOY 
WHY NOT \) DROWNED BEFORE 
LEAVE HiM. bs WE COULD GET TO 


DEATH LEERS AT ONE ARCHENEMY 
OF CRIME -- WHILE IN THE WAYNE 
HOME, AMBITION STIRS IN ANOTHER. 


IT SAYS HERE, A REAL DETECTIVE 
MUST NEVER RELAX WHILE CRIM- 
INALS ARE AT LARGE. HE 
MUST ALWAYS BE ON THE 
PROWL, SEEKING OUT 
DANGER ! "... BLIMEY=— 
HERB T AM TAKIN' MY 


CHAPPIES, 
BEASTLY QUIET 
NIGHT, WHAT ?.. 
2 


PLEASE, YOUR LOKDSHIP--1'M HARMLESS 
AS A BALLY BUTTERFLY / LET ME Go! 


THE IDIOT 
TALKS TOO MUCH / 
BIND HIM AND GAG HIM 
AS YOU DID TO THE 
BATMAN, AS SOON AS 
WE REACH THE TOWER! 


DANGER -- 
THATS THE THING! 
FEARLESS ALFRED, 
THEY'LL BE CALLIN? 
ME IN THE 
UNDERWORLD! 


PRESENTLY, IN THE RIVERFRONT 
AREA DESIGNATED ON THE BATMAN'S 
MAP AS THE ROBBER BARON'S HOME 
TERRITORY... 
NO ACTION! DISGUSTIN'D... 
TLL AWSK THESE 


ANYTHING OF A 
Suspicious 
P= 


MY WORD !... 175 THE 
TH-THE R-ROBBER 
B-BARON 2... 1 BEG 
OF YOU, YOUR LORD- 


BUSINESS AIN'T 


GRAB HIM, 
ONE OF You! 


MINUTES 
LATER. 


HBALTHY, BRING KIM 
ALONG, 
BINGO ! 


THE MORE, 


THAT WHITE BUILDING WITH THE 
FLAGPOLE 15 POLICE HEADQUARTERS! 
OUR SPECIAL DELIVERY MESSAGE 
OF DEFIANCE WILL BE DELIVERED 

THERE PROMPTLY / HA, HA, HA! 


I GOTTA TAKE 
ME HAT OFF TO 


YA, BARON 


! 1s 


STEEL HOOKS HURTLE ACKOSS THE CITY AND NOW THE FULL FIENDISHNESS OF THE BARON'S PLAN 
TO GRAPPLE THE ROOF OF THE CENTRAL BECOMES APPARENT / 
POLICE STATION.. 


NO USE TRYIN? "0 GIVE A LOT TO SEE 
TA TALK ! YA'RE THE COMMISSIONERS FACE 
WIRED FER HANGIN’--]\ WHEN THE BATMAN'S 
NOT SOUND! BODY ARRIVES, HANGING. 
BY THE NECK -- AND WE 
CUT THE WIRE, 30 NO 
ONE WILL KNOW 
WHERE HE CAME! 
FROM! IF ONLY 
WE COULD SEND) 


AS FOR ROBIN--DID HE REALLY 
DIE IN THAT PERILOUS PLUNGE 7 
LET US LOOK BACK TO THE 
MOMENT HIS LITHE BODY STRUCK) 
THE WATER ..- 


FIRST I THOUGHT I'D BREAK 
MY NECK AGAINST THE BOTTOM-- 
pAilearceuadah THEN 1 THOUGaT 1'9 DROWN 
NOW =IF 5 CAN BEFORE I EVER = 
HOLD MY. CAME UP -- AND = ‘ 
BREATH h NOW 1 THINK | THERE'S 
te 4 VLL GET EVEN | THE BATPLANE- 
ENOUGH... / WITH THE BUT WHERE 


POWERFUL NIGHT GLAS: 
ES SWEEP THE EDGE 
OF THE RIVER, AND 
MUST HAVE GOT HERE ARE THE 
HIM! IF THEY'VE CROOKS -- AND 
HARMED HIM, PLL THE BATMAN-- 
MAKE THEM AN? SOMEBODY 
SORRY THEY ELSB! THE RATS 
WERE EVER ARE STRANGLING 
BORN / THEM -~ AN? 
THERE ISNT TIME 
FOR ME TO 
GBT THERE FigsT/ 
BUT IF I CAN 
HOLD THEM UP 
WITH THE HELP 
OF MY BELT 
WIRELESS... 


ABRUPTLY, PROM THE TINY RADIO SPEAKER CONCEALED 
IN THE BATMAN'S BELT SUCKLI 
HALTS THE GRIM BUSINESS OF MURDER ! 

WELL GET DIS DA BATMAN/.. 
BUT IT CANT BE! 


HANDS UF, 
HE'S GAGGED / 


YOU RATS ! 
IVE GOT 


ONE STARTED 
woT’s DAT? 


You 


(ve) 


We 
oR 


ERED ! 


ie 


STEADY, NOW! 


GO YOU BE SURE 


WAN’ 


iT ME ‘YOU DON'T 


TO COME 


AND 


GET 


YOU, FH? 


@0O0 HUNTING / 


DA BRAT... COOFFF ! 


A RINGING COMMAND 


FOIST, AN’ DEN-- 


MUST BE SOME - 
BODY ON DA 
STAIRWAY / 
MAYBE DA COPS! 


THOSE GUNS 
OR IT WILL BE 
TOO BAD 
FOR You! 


FEELIN’ SOME- 


WHOEVER IT 1S, WE 
CAN KILL HIM BEFORE 
HE CAN GET UP HERE / 


YOU OUGHT TO KNOW 
BY NOW 1 NEVER TAKE 
A DARE ! 


WHA w*! 
THAT 
VOICE ISN'T 
COMING 
FROM 


BOPY’S FOOLIN'! 


YL] 4 KEEN BLADE FLASHES -- AND 
THE TWO CAPTIVES ARE SWIFTLY 
FREED / 


REMIND ME TOY YOU LOOK 


BLY YOU A 
BOUQUET OF 
/. ORCHIDS, PAL-- 
AS SOON AS I WEED 


LIKE A BUTLER, 
MISTER ! LETS 
SEE YOU 
BUTTLE / 


OUT THE SKUNK 


CABBAGE AROUND 


BLESS YOU, 
LADq- TLL 
START SERVIN’ 
IMMEDIATELY / 


THE WRATH OF THE MEEK KNOWS NO LIMITS ..- I BIFF 


S 
HO, HO! WITH ONE 
UT FIRST ! A 

7 NJ ARM USELESS, HOW 
BUTLIN, THERE iow \ A GULLETLL BUTT 90 YOU EXPECT TO 
A BETTER MAN ON ‘YA RIGHT OUTA 


OVERCOME ME 
DA PICTURE, WHEN IT AM 
BARTH / 4 
GAPE 


ARMED / 


I USE 
THE OTHER: 
ARM-- 


TIME I WAS IN BED-- BUT 
SEE! 


2X CAN'T SLEEP FOR WORRY- 
ING ABOUT THE ROBBER 
++ HUH 2... WHAT'S THIS 7 


WELL, WELL -- BINGO, GARGLE } MAYBE THIS A GooD 
AND SCARFACE-- THREE OF / NOTE WILL Uses Lia iohotntens 
Our Most PROMINENT CLEAR IT EVER POSSIBLE," IT 
ROGUES oA EEY Cue GAYS HERE... NOW I 
CTERS! " LEAVE IT TO YOU,6IRS! 
WHS i Tee Tat < AM 1 IMPROVING ? 


YES, ALFRED, 
YOU CERTAINLY 
USE? YOUR HEAD 

AGAINST THOSE 

CROOKS! 


